
 
 
Did you know all your good recycling work could be going to waste when you put recyclables in 
plastic bags in your recycling container? 
It’s time to ‘think outside the plastic bag’ and empty recyclable materials directly into your 
recycling container to ensure they have a second life.  Tons of materials are sorted at recycling 
facilities – plastic bags cannot be opened and sorted, they wrap around the equipment, and 
pose safety hazards to workers. If you collect recyclables in plastic bags at home in the kitchen, 
office, or bathrooms, remember to empty those bags directly into your recycling container before 
taking it to the curb.  So, the next time you recycle, think outside the plastic bag and recycle 
right! Visit RecycleOftenRecycleRight.com to learn more. 



 

Did you know all your good recycling work could be going to waste when you put recyclables in 

plastic bags in your recycling container? Free your recyclables to ensure they have a second 

life. Ditch the plastic bags and empty recyclable materials directly into your recycling container. 

If you collect recyclables in plastic bags at home in the kitchen, office, or bathrooms, just 

remember to empty those bags directly into your recycling container before taking it to the curb. 

Plastic bags wreak havoc on processing equipment and pose safety hazards to workers. Take 

loose plastic bags back to local retailers to recycle or check plasticfilmrecycling.org. Remember, 

the next time you recycle, free your recyclables! Visit RecycleOftenRecycleRight.com to learn 

more. 
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